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Idaho Society of Professional 
Engineers Annual Meeting 

June 5-7, 2013 
 

“Professional Engineering – Balancing 
Principles, Innovation, and Productivity In 

the Midst of Change.” 
 

The Coeur d'Alene Resort 
115 South Second Street 

Coeur d'Alene, ID 83816-1941 
 
 
Visit the ISPE website for program and hotel 
information. Registration forms are also 
available for a golf tournament sponsored by 
the ISPE Northern Chapter. 
 
A tour of the Veterans Memorial Bridge is also 
available  June 5, 2013 – 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm  
COST: $50.00 per person  
 
Tour to be led by Dan Dixon, Vice President, 
HNTB, who oversaw the QA/QC of the post-
tensioning, and Ed Florence, currently 
employed by David Evans and Associates, but 
who was employed by ITD as Lead Inspector 
on the project during its construction. 

 
 
http://www.idptv.state.id.us/buildingbig/bridges/vets.html 
 
 

 

 
That’s right! I’m getting the summer newsletter out 
early this year. Work is about to ramp up and so is 
a stellar biking season.  
 
The biggest EIEC news is that we were awarded a 
$5,000 grant to support the southeast Idaho 
MATHCOUNTS chapter for the coming year. 
Wahoo!!  Many thanks to Ron Luedeman and Gene 
Stuffle for their tireless work on the grant 
application.  
 
As a reminder, this letter is intended to share 
professional development, networking and outreach 
opportunities as well as offer reports of the 
happenings among the EIEC and its members. 
 
The next newsletter will come out in early fall. If you 
have items you’d like to share, please contact me at  
billiejohnson@cableone.net 
 
If your society organization has upcoming events 
you would like the EIEC to publicize, please send 
an email to: calendar@EIECouncil.org and they will 
be posted to the calendar.  
 
The Next EIEC meeting will be held on July 19 at 
7:00 PM, at Tommy Vaughn’s Restaurant, 
Blackfoot, ID   
 
*** We are seeking increased attendance from 
the Society Memberships for these meetings, 
so please encourage your Society’s support! 
 
Wishing you a splendid rest of your summer! 
 
Cheers, 
 
Billie Johnson 
EIEC President 
 

 
 
 

In this edition: 
 

 HUGE Grant award to EIEC for MATHCOUNTS 
 

 Idaho MATHCOUNTS team results from 
Nationals 

 

 Idaho State Engineering News 
 

 NASA ISGC Star Party 

 
 

mailto:billiejohnson@cableone.net
mailto:calendar@EIECouncil.org


ISU SENIOR DESIGN WINNERS 
 
Congratulations to ALL recent ISU graduates!  
As part of their course work, students completed a 
senior design project. They compile a report, 
assemble a poster and present their work to a 
panel of faculty judges. The following teams placed 
first through third and a reprint of their design 
posters is included. 
 
 
 
 
1

st
 Place 

Team BELT: Composite Belt System Design 
 
Objective:  Develop an alternative material handling 
system design that will allow phosphate ore 
nodules to be transported from holding bins to 
furnace feed bins at higher temperatures. 
 
Sponsored by Monsanto and MBtech 
McKay Marshall (ME), Tyler Hendriks (ME), Shane 
Spencer (ME), Blake Kent (ME) 
 
2

nd
 Place 

Team BAJA: SAE-Baja Challenge 
 
Objective:  Redesign the Idaho State University 
Baja vehicle to compete in the SAE Baja 2013 
Collegiate Design Series competition. 
 
Sponsored by MBtech 
 
Richard England (ME), Cody Martin (ME), Robert 
Miklos (ME) 
 
3

rd
 Place 

Team STOR: Improved Mass Energy Storage 
 
Objective:  Design an alternative method of 
effectively storing energy by means of a pumped 
water storage system. 
 
Philip Roice (EE), Chris Larson (EE), Prabin 
Sapkota (EE), Sujan Prasai (ME) 
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 Idaho MATHCOUNTS Team 
Gets National Recognition 

 

The 2013 Raytheon MATHCOUNTS 
National Competition was held in 
Washington, D.C. on Friday May 10. The 
top 4 individuals from Idaho’s State 
competition comprised the team for 
Nationals.  
 
This year, Idaho’s team blew away the 
previous team standings by finishing in 
22nd place. The team won the “Most 
Improved” award during the competition 
which was televised on ESPN2. 
 
Luke Harmon finished 39

th
 with 37 points.  

Brian Zhu finished 64th with 34 points. 
The cutoff for the top 25% of which was 
the top 56 individuals was 34 points. Brian 
missed it by tie-breaker. The cut-off for 
the top 12 (countdown round) was 42 
points, and the top 3 all got perfect scores! 

 
Parent and Coach for the Grace Lutheran 
School team, Wenxiang Zhu, said, “Once 
again, thank you to the ISPE and thank you 
for the continued support providing the kids 
such great opportunities and experiences. As 
the parents, we are truly grateful.”  
 
 

Idaho Mathletes: 

Michael Lansford—Lansford Home School, Boise 

Phil Ma—Eagle Rock Middle School, Idaho Falls 

Luke Harmon – Home School / TVMSC, Boise 

Brian Zhu—Grace Lutheran School, Pocatello 

Coached by Mike Lehosit 

Before the National Competition, Idaho’s team had 
a little fun posing with a stuffed Spud Man. Mike 
Lehosit earned the top coaching spot when his 
team North Junior High out of Boise placed first in 
the State competition in March. Mike also provides 
a free movie, popcorn and a drink each year at 
Overland Park Cinemas for Mathletes traveling to 
the State competition. Mike’ s peers were thrilled 
to see him get this honor. 

MATHCOUNTS is a national club and competition 
program that promotes middle school mathematics 
achievement through grassroots involvement. With 
the generous support of sponsors and volunteers, 
MATHCOUNTS provides today’s students a 
foundation for success in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics careers. 

For more information on the national program, 
check out www.mathcounts.org 

 



  

Upcoming Meetings and Events 

 
June: 

 
5-7—ISPE Annual Meeting, Coeur d’Alene 
 
7—Idaho Space Grant Consortium Meeting, Twin Falls 
 
20—IEEE Brew with the Crew, Idaho Falls 
 

July: 
 
17—IEEE ExCom, Blackfoot Tommy Vaughn's, 
5:30PM 
 
EIEC Board of Directors, Blackfoot Tommy Vaughn's, 
7:00PM 
 
18—IEEE “Brew with the Crew”, Buffalo Wild Wings, 
Idaho Falls, “What’s Happening with Electric Cars,” 
Jonathon Smith.  
 

August 
18—IEEE “Brew with the Crew” 
 
26—ISU Fall classes begin 
 

The Instrumentation, Control and Intelligent 
Systems (ICIS) distinctive signature, in 
collaboration with theInstitute of Electrical & 
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) and the 
International Society of Automation (ISA), 
would like to invite anyone interested to 
"Brew with the Crew," an after-work event that 
will take placeevery third Thursday of the 
month at Stockman’s Restaurant in Idaho 
Falls (1175 Pier View Drive – Snake 
River Landing).  
 
The purpose of the meetings is to allow 
opportunity for instrumentation, control and 
intelligent systems researchers and 
practitioners to interact with others in their 
community, both inside and outside of INL. In 
this informal forum, people are not required to 
provide a documented presentation, but 
instead to share the nature of their research 
and interests and to possibly include some 
interesting stories along the way. 
 
Meeting topics are scheduled as shown 
below. The brewing will begin at 4:30 p.m. 
with the topical discussion starting at 5 p.m. 
and adjourning around 6:00 p.m. Finger food 
will be provided to keep the stomachs from 
growling.  
 
June 20th Ron Boring Ohio State, University 
of Virginia, Halden Reactor 
Project, or University of Idaho 
 
July 18th Humberto Garcia Hybrid Energy 
Simulation 
 
August 15th N/A Resilience Week 2013 – San 

Francisco, CA 
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7:30pm – 12:30am 
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The Idaho Space Grant Consortium (ISGC) provides and supports numerous 
unique and exciting opportunities for the general public, K-12 students, educators, 
undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, and industry in areas related to 
NASA's initiatives. 

The ISGC was established in 1991, and is one of fifty-two Space Grant Consortia 
established by NASA under the National Space Grant College and Fellowship 
Program. 

 



 

 
This council was established in September 2001 to perform educational and charitable activities in the 
areas of engineering, science and technology; to provide a coordination role for inter-society events; 
to provide a resource upon which the member societies can draw for help in planning and executing 
various functions and events; to provide a forum for dialog and debate among the actively 
participating eastern Idaho sections of professional engineering societies; and to provide a single 
point of contact for outside entities that would like to obtain assistance or support from the 
engineering community. 
 
Our many activities include coordinating the planning and completion of Engineers Week Banquets, 
MATHCOUNTS competition, maintaining an active calendar of all section activities and providing an 
Engineering Christmas Party. Our council has successfully increased the number of students 
participating in MATHCOUNTS, provided engineering exhibits at the Science and Engineering Expo, 
and sponsored annual picnics for members of all associated engineering societies. 
 
EIEC, through utilization of active leaders from the various member societies, provides numerous 
opportunities to engineers throughout eastern Idaho for excellent leadership training and ways to 
support their communities. 
 
EIEC is a non-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the State of Idaho. 
 

EIEC is an Affiliate Member of the NASA Idaho Space Grant Consortium. 
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